
 

 

NOVEMBER /  
DECEMBER 2019 

 

ADDRESS 

PO Box 132 
1634 Hilltown Pike 
Hilltown, PA, 18927 

Office:   (215) 822-3930 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesdays  

12:30 pm—3:30 pm 
 

Wednesdays & Thursdays 
9:30 am—12:30 pm 

 

RECTOR 

The Rev.  
George O. Master II 

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

Bobbie Livesey 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 am   

Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICE 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

Holy Eucharist &  
Healing Prayer 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

HOLIDAY SHOPPE 
Saturday December 7th 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Sunday December 8th 
Noon—3:00 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
FESTIVAL SERVICE 

Tuesday December 24th  
7:00 pm 

HILLTOP HIGHLIGHTS 
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 

“THE SHINING LITTLE CHURCH  

ON  THE HILL” 

WELCOME, FATHER GEORGE! 

I am very happy beginning my new ministry with you, 
the members of the congregation of Good Shepherd Epis-
copal Church in Hilltown and look forward to our time 
and ministries together.   

The first thing I want to tell you is that I have been 
unbelievably happily married for eight years to my 
wonderful wife, Doris, who is the delight of my life.  
I enjoy hunting, fishing, walks in the woods, trips to 
the mountains and seashore, sailing, scuba diving, 
weight training and the performing arts.  

The following “snap shot” of my previous (and continuing) ministries is so 
that you might get to know me better.   

To begin with I am an ordained Episcopal priest, and earlier this year I re-
tired after 31 years of full-time parish ministry most of which was served in 
seven churches in southeastern Pennsylvania, the most recent being in 
Southwest, Philadelphia.  I have served in urban and suburban churches, 
and with white, African American, and African/Afro-Caribbean congrega-
tions.   

My wife, Doris, and I moved to Media for our retirement years so that we 
could be out of Philadelphia and yet close enough to go to social events in 
town. What’s interesting is that, though we didn’t go out of our way to 
move to Media, we now live in a house across the street from the house I 
grew up lo these many years ago. 

My life has taken many turns. During my growing up years I had been very 
active in church life, participating in Sunday School, youth groups and serv-
ing as an acolyte. After graduating Penncrest High School in Lima, Pennsyl-
vania, I went off to college at the School of Mines in Golden, Colorado and 
from that point pretty much quit the church until I moved to New York 
some years later.  

Having not done well in school, I enlisted in the US Navy, training in nucle-
ar power propulsion. After my honorable discharge from the service I went 
back to college at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, Massachu-
setts, earning my bachelor’s degree in Environmental Design. During this 
time, I became interested in modern dance, especially the design aspect of 
dance. This led to me taking dance classes, first at the University, then in 
Boston and New York City. Not long after moving to New York it became 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Peggy Lewis 
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The Shepherd Singers 

The Shepherd Ringers 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Sara Campbell 
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HILLTOP HIGHLIGHTS is 
a bimonthly publication of 
Good Shepherd Church. All 
submissions are due to the 
Editor by the 15th of Febru-
ary, April, June, August, Oc-
tober and December. News-
letter artwork and design:      
© Shirley Springsteen. Art is 
to be used ONLY with artist’s 
permission. 

clear that I was not going to have a career in dance and I looked to what 
might be my life’s direction. This led to my becoming a Real Estate Bro-
ker in New York, an up and down career for seven years. It was during 
this time that I had, as St. Paul would say, a “Road to Damascus Experi-
ence.” This led to my returning to church and, after a couple of years, my 
“receiving a call” to ordained ministry (something my grandmother had 
prophesied many years earlier). This “calling” took place over a couple 
of years, until my bishop and I decided that this was indeed a genuine 
call.  (God is patient.)  After graduating from Yale Divinity School, I was 
ordained and began serving churches first in New Jersey then in Penn-
sylvania.   

During my time in parish ministry I have also served my local communi-
ties both in New Jersey and Pennsylvania as an Emergency Medical 
Technician and in Philadelphia as a Police Chaplain with the 12th Police 
District, a ministry in which I still continue. My diocesan involvement 
has included (and still does include) serving on several different commit-
tees and as a Volunteer Chaplain for the past 25 years at the former 
Graterford State Correctional Institution, now the Phoenix State Correc-
tional Institution. 

And, now a new chapter in my life (and in yours) begins with my serv-
ing as your Rector.  As you know, this is a part-time (half-time) Rector-
ship. My schedule at Good Shepherd will by necessity (due to other 
commitments) be flexible. Though some of my days at church will 
change over a month, my plan is to be at church on most Tuesday after-
noons/early evenings and, of course, on Sundays. I will be working from 
home on my sermon, probably on Fridays, which will leave one full day 
at church to be determined each week.  

This, of course, is not all there is to my life.  But, this is written that you 
may know some things about me, as we begin our journey together.  I 
hope that you will feel free to call me for clarification about anything 
that I have written. 

Fr. George 
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Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour on 

Saturday, November 2nd before bed! 



 

 

VESTRY  Tuesdays November 19th and  

           December 17th at 6:00 pm  
 

SENIOR WARDEN’S REFLECTIONS 
 

Where has the year gone? Before we know it we 
will be celebrating Thanksgiving, Christmas, say-
ing good bye to 2019, and welcoming 2020.  

Autumn is my favorite time of the year. Mother 
Nature dips into her palette of colors to paint a 
spectacular landscape.  During the cool brisk days 
taking a walk through my fields and woods brings 
me closer to nature and God. The farmers are hard 
at work harvesting the products of their summer 
work and all this brings us to the American tradi-
tion of Thanksgiving, which is synonymous with 
family. It is a national holiday of giving thanks for 
our blessings and will occur on November 28th.  
Let us not forget the true meaning: gathering 
around the table with family, friends, extended 
family, and neighbors to count our blessings of 
belonging to a family who loves one another, 
works together, respects their differences, and, no 
matter what, always supports one another. That 
truly is a blessing.  Following Thanksgiving our 
lifestyle speeds up in December. Social events in-
crease and the commercial frenzy begins. 

Liturgically speaking we are finally near the end 
of Pentecost, or Ordinary Time. Advent, the first 
season of the church year, begins with the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas and ends the day before 
Christmas.  It is a time of preparation and expecta-
tion for the coming celebration of Christ in power 
and glory.  The color of the season is purple repre-
senting penitence and expectation.  The Christmas 
season lasts twelve days ending on January 5th, the 
day before Epiphany.  The color is white symbol-
izing joy, purity, and truth.  It is the celebration of 
the birth of our Savior, the most important birth 
that was or ever will be.  God is spreading his love 
on humanity by giving the most priceless gift of 
his Son convincing us of his love for all, a love we 
should emulate and share with others all year 
long. 

Good Shepherd has been in transition for the past 
seven months.  We again wish to thank Rev. Dick 
Ditterline for guiding us through these months. It 

is now time to move forward and welcome our 
new rector, the Rev. George O. Master, II.  Father 
George is a retired Episcopal priest from Media, 
PA.  He brings many years of experience and 
strengths in a multitude of areas.  We are excited 
to be working with him to help us at Good Shep-
herd to do God’s work.  

As the last month of the year approaches, we will 
be busy decorating the Mitten Tree, buying gifts at 
the Holiday Shoppe (Dec. 7-8), enjoying our annu-
al Christmas dinner and the greening of the 
church. Also, once again this year we can purchase 
chances on a beautiful hand-carved wooden Na-
tivity puzzle crafted by Barbara Gregory.  

As you know, the Vestry is pro-active in maintain-
ing the physical condition of Good Shepherd.  Our 
present project is to update the outside lighting on 
the property for the safety and welfare of all.  We 
are in contact with Powell’s Electric Service, Inc. of 
Hatboro to discuss their proposal.  The cost is ap-
proximately $25,000.  The endowment committee 
has agreed to pay for this one-time capital project 
from available funds.  

The year 2019 has presented us with a multitude 
of critical challenges: global warming, the cost of 
health care and drug pricing, immigration, racial 
discrimination, gun violence, the U.S. trade rela-
tions with China, Russia, and Mexico, and our po-
litical chaos at home.  We must keep the faith 
knowing that God is watching over us and guid-
ing us through these difficult times.  As I think 
about these things, I realize the way to begin to 
resolve any situation is rather simple. We can start 
with the things that do not cost us anything but 
are also priceless – a smile, a hug, an encouraging 
word, a kind deed, and an open mind.  So, I pray 
that each one of us starts 2020 remembering one 
very important thing: “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.”  

I wish everyone at Good Shepherd a Happy 
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and a Blessed 
New Year filled with good health and the love of 
family and friends. 

Faithfully yours, 
Peggy Lewis, Senior Warden 
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HOLIDAY SHOPPE 
Saturday December 7th 9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Sunday December 8th    Noon—3:00 pm 

This year the Holiday Shoppe is going public so 
we need lots of good stuff! Please go through all of 
your things and bring your treasures to the back 
of the parish hall. We will also have a Bake Sale, so 
start thinking about what you want to bring. We 
need everyone’s participation. Sign up sheets will 
be posted in November.                     Cindy Schwebel 

FOOD PANTRY  
We delivered 135 pounds of food to the three food 
pantries in the our area during September and Oc-
tober. Thank you to all those who donated food 
and to those who delivered it!                    Dan Pillie 

OUTREACH 
We just finished collecting the hygiene kits which 
will be distributed to Fish in Perkasie, and Key-
stone Opportunity Center in Souderton.  For the 
month of November we have a new outreach pro-
ject. Donations will be collected for the ”Peter 
Powerhouse Foundation” located in Harleysville.  
Their mission is to improve the lives of children 
that are currently fighting childhood cancer by 
providing donations to pediatric cancer treatment 
facilities and contributing financial support to re-
searchers. It was founded in 2014 by two-time can-
cer survivor Peter Zucca.  

In December we will once again decorate the Mit-
ten Tree with hats, gloves, mittens, and scarfs to 
help keep those in need warm and support them 
with our love.   

Thank you to all who always generously open 
their hearts and wallets to support all of our out-
reach projects. God Bless all!                  Peggy Lewis 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS  
Please remember to sign up for Christmas flowers 
and decorations for the “Greening of the Church” 
to beautify our church for Christmas services. The 
sign up sheet is located behind the December Al-
tar Flower sheet on the Altar Flower Chart, which 
is located near the double doors at the back of the 
church. Donations of $5, $10, or more would be 
greatly appreciated to offset the cost of the special 
Christmas flowers. Thank you!           Bobbie Livesey 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH KALENDARS 
Liturgical church calendars for 2020 have arrived 
and are now available on the tract rack in the nar-
thex. They are especially helpful to those who help 
with the worship services. For Altar Guild mem-
bers, the calendar indicates which liturgical colors 
are to be used during the year. Lay Readers can 
find the lectionary readings for each Sunday and 
special church holidays listed on the back of each 
monthly calendar page. A donation of $3 per cal-
endar will help offset the cost incurred by the par-
ish office.                                                 Bobbie Livesey 

(Continued from page 3) 

Calling all Artists! 

2020 GOOD SHEPHERD 

4TH ANNUAL ART EXHIBIT 
 

MARCH 6-8, 2020 

Theme: “The World Around Us” 

Mark your calendars! Contact friends and relatives and let them know about this art exhibit so they 

will have plenty of time to create a painting, take a photo, or create a sculpture that depicts our theme, 

“The World Around Us.” The artist’s application form will be available shortly. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Barbara Gregory (bgregory1936@hotmail.com) or Shirley Springsteen 

(joyhope048@gmail.com). 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

11/3  Jane Ryan 12/2  Hannah Campbell 

11/6  Marge Barba 12/2  Eudora Tasker 

11/8  Shirley Springsteen 12/6  Rob Gogol 

11/9  Barbara Gregory 12/6  Cindy Schwebel 

11/12  BJ Girard 12/7  Joe Witt 

11/21  Janet Schlitz 12/19  Wendy Gogol 

11/24  Vaughn Rennie 12/20  David Ewaniuk 

11/29  Matt Lilly 12/24  Wally Goff 

 12/28  Carol Blum 

 12/30  Margery Stumpfrock 

 12/31  Tayo Akamo 

ANNIVERSARIES 

11/1  Bob and Fay Wozniak 12/11  Barry and Lesley Heckenswiler 

11/17  Tayo and Nicky Akamo  

11/19  Rob and Wendy Gogol  

CELEBRATIONS 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events!  

Watch the weekly emails, Sunday bulletins, and future newsletters for more information. 

Saturday  11/16/19   8:30-11:30 am 
Work Day (Inside) 
There is a sign up sheet posted in the hall  
across from the kitchen. Contact: Dan Pillie. 
 
Wednesday 12/11/19  11:30 am 
Social Gathering at Plumsteadville Inn 
There is a sign up sheet posted in the hall  
across from the kitchen. Contact: Barbara  
Gregory. 

March 6-8, 2020  
Good Shepherd 4th Annual Art Exhibit 
More information to come! Contact: Barbara 
Gregory or Shirley Springsteen. 
 
Sunday 6/28/20  First Pitch 1:35 pm 
IronPigs v. Syracuse Mets 
Once again tickets will be $28 and will include 
the buffet at Berks Food Patio. Contact: Rob 
Gogol. 
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Applebees Pancake 

Breakfast 

September 14, 2019 

 

Thank you, 

Father Dick! 
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